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This booklet explains the courses available to you when you enter the Upper School. It will be necessary 
for you to make certain decisions in order to plan for your future – so it is vital that you talk over your 
decisions with parents and teachers. 
 
Upper school subjects are wide ranging and aim to provide you with a variety of skills and knowledge. 
We offer many types of courses in order to meet the needs of our pupils.  
 
All grades are valuable and not only show employers that you have the determination to do well, but will 
enable you to gain access to a variety of courses in further education establishments or apprenticeships. 
 
Upper school consists of Core and Optional subjects. All pupils will study the following subjects: 
 

o English  
o Mathematics 
o Science 
o German 
o Physical Education 
o Ethics (incorporating PHSE, Religious Education and Careers Education) 

 
You will then have a choice from a number of subjects that will make up the remainder of your timetable. 

 

 
  

 

Upper School 
Curriculum 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://claypp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/graduation-cover.png&imgrefurl=http://claypp.org.uk/education/&h=330&w=930&tbnid=o6EeMs2jSxA6IM:&zoom=1&q=graduation&docid=LvUG_KMRyrlAoM&ei=Qp-qVL7bGYrtUtPDgbAL&tbm=isch&ved=0CBEQMygJMAk4kAM&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1490&page=13&start=403&ndsp=33
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What do I enjoy? 
Hopefully you like all your school subjects but realistically you probably do not. Is it the way of learning 
that makes the subject popular? e.g. fieldwork, projects, a visual approach, experiments? What are the 
real trigger points for like and dislike? 
 

What am I good at? 
Are you good at the things you like? Do you always like the things you are good at? What are the skills 
that make you good at a subject? 
 

What do others recommend? 
Who recommends you do what? Is there a conflict of advice between you, your parents and your 
teachers? How could that be resolved? How can you sort out your own and others’ points of view? 

 
What might I need? 
Will your curriculum be broad and balanced to meet all possible career requirements? What changes are 
likely to come about in your chosen career field? Where is the best place to get advice on issues like 
this? 

 

 
 

Subjects on Offer 
Level of Study 

e.g. Exam or Non 
Exam 

Subjects I like 
Subjects I am 

Good at 
Subjects I would 

like or Need 
Possible Choice 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

 

 
 
 

POINTS TO DISCUSS WITH 

YOUR ADVISERS AND PARENTS 

Guidance for subject choice Not to be returned 

In the last analysis it is you (and not your friend) who has to choose, 
balancing these aspects against each other. 
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Subject 
Teachers 

Parents/Carers 

Mrs L King, 
Curriculum 

Development 
Manager / 
Careers 

 

Older Pupils 

Careers 
Library 

 

Can give advice 
and guidance 

Can be a useful 
source of advice 
and experience 

SEEKING ADVICE 

All pupils are entitled to careers education and guidance. There are 
many ways in which you can get advice about making your choices. 

Where can I go for advice? 

People who 
work 

You! 

Form 
Teachers 

Can give advice 
about your 

capabilities in 
their subject area 

The Careers Room in N4 is 
well stocked with books, 

leaflets and magazines to 
help you make your choices. 

It is open every break and 
lunchtime 

They know you 
best as a person It is YOU who has to 

make the choices but all 
these resources are there 

to help and support 
Based in the Careers Room in 
N4. Pupils can drop in at break 
and lunch times. Alternatively 
make an appointment for a 

more  
in-depth discussion 

Ask people what 
their job is like 
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At Caister Academy we believe in encouraging our pupils to be the very best that they can be. You need 
to make decisions based on what you enjoy and what you will be successful in.  Do not make decisions 
based on what your friends are doing or what other people say you should do. 
 
‘Attainment 8’ and ‘Progress 8’ are the new measures of attainment introduced by the government. 
Attainment 8 is the personal measure for individual pupils and Progress 8 will be used to determine how 
schools are performing. Simply put, the framework is the same but Attainment 8 measure reflects the 
achievement of the individual and Progress 8 reflects the academic journey, or progress, of each pupil 
from an educational standpoint. 
 
Caister Academy believe that it is important to enable all pupils, whatever their ability levels, to achieve 
their full potential and will continue to encourage this whilst still meeting the demands of Government 
criteria. This is important for not only us, but also our pupils as colleges, employers and universities 
recognise the Government measure and incorporate them into their own entry standards. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             

PROGRESS AND 

ATTAINMENT 
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Overview 
GCSE Art and Design is a broad course exploring practical and contextual work through a range of 2D 
and 3D processes, including new media and technologies. 
 
Pupils starting in year 10 will be equipped with a sketchbook and a portfolio. Any additional equipment is 
available to use in the Art Department throughout the course, and specialist equipment is available to 
order. 

 

Course Structure 
The two years will be spent building up a portfolio of coursework that counts towards 60% of the final 
grade. This includes a sustained project completed in lessons, as well as a selection of further work 
gathered from independent study, field-trips and workshops. Pupils will then take part in a 10 hour final 
exam which makes up the remaining 40% of the grade. In order to prepare for this exam, pupils will take 
part in a 10 hour mock exam, which will run over two days under strict conditions in the Art Department. 
 
There is a large workload for this GCSE as the course is predominately practical coursework based. 
Pupils are expected to be responsible for their time in order to complete their work, and there are high 
expectations on pupils to work outside of school to further their portfolio and skills. Pupils must be 
reaching a high level 5 by the end of Year 9 to be considered for this course. 
 

Progression 
On completion of the rewarding GCSE Art and Design course, there are many options open to pupils to 
help further their art education. This may be continuing at AS level at 6th Form or an equivalent course 
such as a BTEC. This can lead to an ‘arts’ foundation or BA (Hons) Degree in many different Art based 
courses. Alternatively, pupils may enter training and/or careers in art related vocations such as 
Ceramics, Interior Design or even Games Design. The list and possibilities are endless, so choose 
GCSE Art and Design for a balanced and well-rounded creative experience. 

 

 
 
 
 

For more information please see Mrs Arbuthnot 
  

OPTIONAL ›› GCSE 

Art and Design 
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Overview 
This practical and energetic course gives learners the opportunity to experience dance from a vocational 
perspective. This course is designed to build on technical and performance skills in a range of dance 
styles, whilst gaining performance experiences and working in a professional context.  
 
You will build on your skills from KS3 and develop as the course progresses. The RSL Dance 
qualification will provide learners with a practical understanding of: 

o How key dance styles developed and understanding influential pioneers/choreographers. 
o The key skills required to work in the industry, following the pathway in dance, focussed 

on technical and performance skills 
o Key concepts and principles related to the professional world of dance 

 

Course Structure 
Units we will study 
Unit 221: Dance Technique and Performance 
Unit 2: Live Performance (External assessment) 
 
In year one you will perform a solo and group piece in  
The Contemporary style and in year 2 you will work in  
a small group to create a 20 minute showcase. This is  
externally set and marked by RSL. 
 
 
You will be expected to keep a performers blog and complete 
a number of research and evaluative written tasks.  
 

Assessment 
Year 10: pupils are internally assessed on a solo, group performance task and their written blog. This is 
assessed by the teacher and externally verified by RSL. 
 
Year 11: pupils are externally assessed through a written exam and group performance that they have 
created. 
 

Progression 
The RSL course is designed to prepare pupils for further study in dance at Level 3 and also supports 
those dancers wishing to study at vocational performing art schools.  
 
 
 

For more information please see Mrs Preston 

  

 

OPTIONAL ›› RSL Technical Award (CaPA) 

Performing Arts - Dance 
 

 



  10 Year 9 Options 2018 | Caister Academy 

 

 
Overview 
Not everyone is going to be an actor, but nowadays everyone needs drama skills in one form or another. 
This is the age of the ‘presentation’ where products and ideas are sold in a competitive market place by 
the strength of the presenter and his, or her, powers of delivery. The scientist, the businessman, the 
engineer, the bank manager, the retail executive, the designer…none are exempt.  

 
The GCSE Course offers opportunities for pupils to devise work, 

explore play texts, and perform to live audiences! 
 

GCSE in Drama 
 

Course Structure 
The course is broken down into 3 compulsory areas: 
1) Pupils are given the opportunity to create a piece of original theatre in small groups. They will be 
sent a stimulus from the exam board and carry out research to generate ideas. Through the 
exploration of the stimulus the groups will devise, rehearse and perform their piece for assessment. 
Pupils will also be required to produce a written portfolio charting their contribution and development 
throughout the process, as well as an evaluation of the final performance.  
2) Pupils will explore and select material for performance from a published play. Here they are given 
the opportunity to show their acting and characterisation skills, whilst demonstrating their 
understanding of the ways in which playwrights, performers, directors and designers use the 
medium of drama to communicate their ideas to an audience.  
3) Finally, pupils will demonstrate their understanding of a published play through a written exam. 
They will also have the opportunity to watch a piece of live theatre – their ability to analyse and 
evaluate what they have seen will also be assessed in this unit. 

The course is assessed through practical exploration, practical performance, written controlled 
assessment and a written exam.  The devising unit is internally assessed by the teacher, the 
scripted by a visiting examiner, and the remainder of the content is assessed through the written 
exam. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information please speak to Miss Curston 

OPTIONAL ›› GCSE  

Drama 
 

You do not have to be the best actor in the world 
to be successful on this course. However, you 
must have good attendance, be willing to give 
anything a try, prepared to attend after-school 

rehearsals and above all…have a desire to 
perform! 
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Overview 
The BTEC Level 2 First Award in Engineering offers a foundation of engineering knowledge and 
processes. This course is beneficial if you are considering a career in engineering, whether this is 
mechanical or electrical engineering, installation, design, maintenance and servicing technician, 
fabrication, machining, control systems, etc.  
 
You must be in at least Set 2 for Maths and Science to take this course. 

 

Course Structure 
The BTEC award is based upon the successful completion of two core units and two specialist units that 
has the equivalent teaching time to one GCSE over two years.  
 
BTEC Engineering is an intense course requiring detailed record keeping that needs students who think 
analytically and logically and have an interest in problem solving by applying knowledge of Science, 
Technology and Maths.  
 
This qualification is equivalent to a GCSE A* - C grade if a minimum of a level 2 pass grade is achieved.  
 
There are two core units which must be achieved over the two years.  

o Unit 1: The Engineered World 
o Unit 2: Investigating an Engineering Product 

 
Plus the following two units: - 

o Unit 4: Engineering Maintenance  
o Unit 6: Computer-aided Engineering  

 
Unit 1 is assessed by an online exam. The remaining three units are internally marked using 
assessments. 
 
The following equipment is required as part of the course: compass, protractor and scientific calculator. 
 

Progression 
This qualification can be a stepping stone to national certificates and diplomas in Engineering and 
related subjects as well as technical apprenticeships.  

 

 
For more information please see Mrs L King 

 

OPTIONAL ›› Edexcel BTEC 

Level 2 First Award in 
Engineering 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.emmawillard.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Engineer.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.emmawillard.org/blog/will-2014-be-the-year-of-the-female-engineer/&h=1199&w=1798&tbnid=sdnCmw0MBzp4dM:&zoom=1&docid=j7_txOZp94lymM&ei=QsCvVP2zJZL1auiJgugF&tbm=isch&ved=0CDQQMygTMBM&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1368&page=1&start=0&ndsp=29
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Overview 
In Years 10 and 11 English lessons will continue to consist of a variety of activities, many of which you’ve 
already encountered in the lower school, such as reading novels and plays, discussing ideas and writing 
for a variety of purposes. There will be an emphasis on your ability to perform under exam conditions, 
retaining a variety of information on the texts you have studied and demonstrating the skills you have 
practiced. All pupils will be entered for a GCSE in English Language and English Literature, resulting in 
the award of two full GCSEs. 
 

Course Structure 
English Language 
During the course, you will enhance skills in reading and writing. You will study a range of fiction and non-
fiction texts and develop the skills of locating and retrieving information, exploring the impact of language 
and structure, evaluation of writer’s craft and comparing different features of texts. Furthermore, you will 
also have opportunities to develop your writing skills through the descriptive and narrative writing tasks, 
and writing for different purposes and audiences in a variety of different formats. The ability to read texts 
quickly - selecting relevant information - is essential for this course, as well as being able to explain your 
ideas clearly, using relevant subject terminology.   

 
Spoken Language (Oral Assessments) 
During the course, there will also be an award issued for your ability to deliver a formal presentation to a 
small group of your peers. This will be followed by a question and answer session about your chosen topic. 
Although this isn’t part of your 1-9 final grade, it will be reported on and is an important component of your 
GCSE. Being able to speak clearly in a formal context, and listen and respond to questions is an essential 
skill across many areas of the curriculum. 
 

English Literature 
William Shakespeare, Charles Dickens and George Orwell, are amongst a range of authors you will study 
in this GCSE. You will learn about a range of texts that cover both modern and classic literature. In addition 
to this, you will study a variety of poetry from different periods in history. Analysis of language, 
understanding of meaning that is only alluded to and relating texts to the historical context in which they 
were written, are at the core of this exam. The GCSE is assessed through two examinations at the end of 
the course.   

 
Progression 
English opens many doors: reading and understanding texts will help your comprehension skills – a 
valuable tool in the outside world; secure writing skills will allow you to communicate clearly with others 
and is essential for many A level courses and careers; speaking and listening tasks will help build your 

confidence – another important asset for your future. 
 
 
 
 
For more information please see your English Teacher   

 

CORE ›› GCSE 

English 
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Overview 
All students at Key Stage 4 will have one lesson of Ethics per week. 
 
Whilst you are not examined in this subject, during these lessons you will study a number of key issues 
that will help prepare you for life after school and understand the complex issues of today’s society. 
These include: 
 

Issues affecting the local, national and global community including Human Rights and 
responsibilities and the Death Penalty. 
 
Physical and emotional health including drugs, alcohol and smoking. 
 
The environment and religion. 
 
Religion and science. 

 
You will study Careers modules through Ethics lessons. These lessons will help you put together 
Personal Statements as well as college / job applications. Advice and support will be given on what the 
next steps are after school. During these lessons you will also learn about laws that affect the world of 
work. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students will study two units on Sex and Relationship  
Education and teenage pregnancy. You will investigate  
the challenges faced by parents through real life case  
studies and will have an opportunity to take home a Real  
Care Baby. 
 
Students will also study religion in conjunction with pregnancy  
and parenting. This will include different religious views on  
abortion and the initiation process. 

 
 
 
 
 

For more information please see Mr A Evans 

  

   CORE ››  

Ethics 
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Overview 
This course is an introduction to public finance and the economy, financial management skills and 
enterprise.  You will learn how finance influences business, society and individuals and how decisions 
made in one area impacts on others.  You will enjoy this course if you have an interest in the business 
world, finance, accountancy, economics, social science or want to ensure that you have personal finance 
skills for the future. You must be in sets 1, 2 or 3 in order to take this course. 

 

Course Structure 
Unit 1: Finance, the Individual and Society 
Themes covered through this unit include: the role of the citizen, money and income, taxation, 
contribution of individuals and organisations to the economy, foreign exchange. 
 

Unit 2: Practices of Managing Money 
In this unit you will learn about the concept of financial planning, budgeting, pay calculations and 
deductions, as well as the true cost of spending and borrowing. 

 
Unit 3: Financial Capability, Work & Enterprise 
This unit will focus the individual and business: understanding skills needed for success, the 
characteristics of an entrepreneur and the impact of business on an individual and society. 
 
Each unit will be externally assessed by multiple choice exams for 1 and 2, and a case study exam for 
unit 3.  The qualification will be graded A*-C. 

 
 

Progression 
This qualification can lead to Level 3 Business, Finance or Accountancy or an apprenticeship. 

   
 

For more information please see Mrs L King 
 

OPTIONAL ›› LIBF LEVEL 2 
CERTIFICATE 

Financial Education 
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Overview 

GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition equips learners with the knowledge, understanding and skills 
required to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. It encourages 
learners to cook, enables them to make informed decisions about food and nutrition and allows them to 
acquire knowledge in order to be able to feed themselves and others affordably and nutritiously, now and 
later in life. 
 

Course Structure  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
By studying Food Preparation and Nutrition in year 10 and 11 pupils will:  

 be able to demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking a variety of 
food commodities whilst using different cooking techniques and equipment 

 develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties and chemical characteristics of food 
as well as a sound knowledge of the nutritional content of food and drinks 

  understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the physiological and 
psychological effects of poor diet and health 

  understand the economic, environmental, ethical and socio-cultural influences on food availability, 
production processes, diet and health choices  

 demonstrate knowledge and understanding of functional and nutritional properties, sensory qualities 
and microbiological food safety considerations when preparing, processing, storing, cooking and serving 
food  

 understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different culinary traditions 
(traditional British and international) to inspire new ideas or modify existing recipes. 

 
Progression  
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition develops and explores in depth, the nutritional and life style 
choices that would have been taught in years 7, 8 and 9 for a successful and healthy adulthood.  It is a 
very useful course for any job that involves food, including nutritionist, dietitian, catering, hotel work, food 
manufacturing or teaching.      
   

For more information please see Mr Blake 

 

OPTIONAL ›› GCSE 

FOOD PREPARATION 
and NUTRITION 
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Overview 
GCSE Geography helps you to understand more about the world, the challenges it faces and your place 
within it. This GCSE course will deepen your understanding of geographical processes, illuminate the 
impact of change and of complex people-environment interactions, highlight the dynamic links and 
interrelationships between places and environments at different scales, and develop your competence in 
using a wide range of geographical investigative skills and approaches. Geography enables you to 
become globally and environmentally informed and thoughtful, enquiring citizens. 
 

Enquiry-based learning  

The specification content is framed by geographical enquiry questions that encourage an investigative 
approach to each of the key ideas. As part of this enquiry process, students are encouraged to use 
integrated geographical skills, including appropriate mathematics and statistics, in order to explore 
geographical questions and issues. 
 

Provides an engaging real-world focus 
Students are encouraged to make geographical decisions by applying their knowledge, understanding 
and skills to real-life 21st-century people and environment issues. 
 

Engaging and manageable fieldwork  

Students will have the opportunity to participate in a 3-day residential fieldtrip to Flatford Mill field studies 
centre in Suffolk. They will also complete two additional pieces of locally based fieldwork, one on coastal 
management and the other on quality of life.  
 

Straightforward assessments that are accessible for 
all abilities 
There are three externally examined papers that provide gradual progression in demand throughout the 
topics. Across all three assessments there is consistent use of 12 different command words so that 
students know what to expect. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

OPTIONAL ›› GCSE – Edexcel B 

Geography 
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Progression 
The specification content develops students’ knowledge and understanding of place, process and 
interaction by first introducing them to global issues and then to UK issues, including two fieldwork 
investigations. Building on this, via a decision making exercise, students will investigate a contemporary 
local, national or regional people and environment issues within a global setting, drawing on their wider 
knowledge and understanding from across the course. 
 

Supports progression to A Level 

The compulsory and optional topic content gives students to the opportunity to lay a foundation of 
knowledge and understanding that can be further developed at A Level. 
 

Course Structure 

 

 

 

For more information please see Mr Sutton or Mr Cromwell 
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Overview 
The GCSE course is a two-year linear course which builds upon knowledge of topics and grammar 
studied at Key Stage 3. Pupils will develop their skills further, extending their ability to communicate with 
German native speakers in both speech and writing. They will study across a variety of contexts relevant 
to their age and interests and will also develop a greater awareness of culture of German-speaking 
communities and countries. 
 

Is this the right subject for me?  
If you enjoy communicating with other people, finding out how language works and learning about 

different countries and cultures, studying GCSE German is an excellent choice for you! 

You will: 

 be able to share your interests, ideas and opinions with other people who speak the language 

 learn about countries where the language is spoken 

 add an international dimension to your choice of GCSE subjects, which is something many 

employers and higher education providers look for 

 learn many skills which are useful in a wide range of careers, such as the ability to communicate 

clearly, being confident about speaking in public and using problem-solving strategies 

 create greater opportunities to work abroad, or for companies in the UK with international links. 

Many employers look for people with language skills. 

 

Course structure  
The course covers the following contexts:  

 
Identity and culture 

- Who am I?  - Daily life   - Cultural life 

 

Local area, holiday and travel 

- Holidays      - Travel and tourist transactions 

- Town, region and country 

 

School 
- What school is like    - School activities 

 

Future aspirations, study and work 
- Using languages beyond the classroom 

- Ambitions  - Work 

 

International and global dimension 
- Bringing the world together     

- - Environmental issues 

 

OPTIONAL ›› GCSE 

German 
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Assessment  

Unit 1 

Listening and understanding in 

German 

Written examination 

25% of the total qualification 

Foundation tier: 35 minutes  

Higher tier: 45 minutes 

Unit 2 

Speaking in German 

Oral examination  

25% of the total qualification 

Foundation tier: 7–9 minutes  

Higher tier: 10–12 minutes 

Unit 3 

Reading and understanding in 

German 

Written examination 

25% of the total qualification 

Foundation tier: 45 minutes 

Higher tier: 1 hour 

Unit 4 

Writing in German 

Written examination 

25% of the total qualification 

Foundation tier: 1 hour 10 minutes 

Higher tier: 1 hour 20 minutes 

 
NB: Pupils must be entered for a single tier across all papers. 
 

Progression 
People with language skills and knowledge are highly thought of in the modern world. They stand out as 

talented and successful people, with broad and exciting horizons. Taking GCSE German means you will: 

 be able to study AS and A2 German courses 

 add an extra dimension to your personal skills profile which will impress anyone who reads your 

CV 

 be in a stronger position to get a job in companies with international links or improve 
employability if you would like to work abroad. 

 
 
 
 
 

For more information please see Mr Strong 
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Overview 
 
The Edexcel Tech Award in Health and Social Care gives students opportunities to:  

 actively engage in the processes of health and social care in order to develop as effective and 
independent students  

 understand aspects of personal development, and the health, social care and early years’ 
sectors, through investigation and evaluation of a range of services and organisations 

 develop a critical and analytical approach to problem solving within the health, social care and 
early years’ sectors 

 examine issues which affect the nature and quality of human life, including an appreciation of 
diversity and cultural issues. 

 

Course Structure 
The course will cover two units: 

 
Unit 1 Understanding Personal Development and Relationships: 
This unit contains the following four topics: Human growth and development; Factors affecting human 
growth and development; Effects of relationships on personal growth and development; The effect of life 
events on personal development. 
 
This unit is assessed through a piece of controlled assessment Learning Aim A  
 
Unit 2 Exploring Health, Social Care and Early Years Provision: 
This unit contains the following five topics: The range of care needs of major client groups; How health 
care, social care and early years’ services are accessed and the barriers to access; How health, social 
care and early years’ services are provided; Workers in health, social care and early years; Care values 
which underpin service provider interaction.  
 
This unit is internally assessed through an Edexcel-set task to be completed under controlled conditions 
Learning Aim B 
 
Finally there is an external examination which will examine parts of both components.  

 

Progression 
The completion of this course can be a useful  
qualification for a wide variety of careers, such  
as: nurse, midwife, doctor, social worker, care  
assistant, occupational therapist, radiologist etc. 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information please see Mrs A Bridges 
 

OPTIONAL ›› GCSE 

Health and Social Care 
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Overview 

By studying the past we gain a better understanding of the world around us. History is the study of the 
people and events that have shaped the world today. It is therefore a vital and fascinating subject to study. 
 

Course Structure 

We build on the skills pupils began developing in Lower School – questioning evidence; investigating 
changes; explaining why things happened and trying to understand why people acted as they did. There 
will be four areas of study. These are:  

 
1) Medicine in Britain, 1250-present:  
 Ideas people had about the cause of disease and illness 
 Approaches to prevention and treatment. 

There will also be a focus on World War 1, involving the study of: 
 The trench system, injuries and treatments  
 How war was significant in the development of medicine. 

 

2) Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88 
 Government and religion 
 Challenges to Elizabeth’s power at home and abroad 
 Life in Elizabethan society.  

 

3) The American West, 1835-95 
 The lives and culture of the Native American Indian tribes 
 The settlement and development of the American West 
 Conflict and conquest. 

 

4) Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939 
 Hitler’s rise to power 
 Nazi control and dictatorship 
 Life in Nazi Germany for women, youth and Jews.  

 

Assessment 

Pupils will sit 3 exams at the end of Key Stage 4. They are as follows: 
 

Paper Topic Duration % of GCSE grade 

1 - Medicine in Britain 1250-present 
- 1914-1918 injuries, treatments and the trenches 

75 minutes 20%  }  30% total   
10% 

2 - Early Elizabethan England 1558-1588 
- The American West 1835-1895 

105 minutes 20%  }  40% total 
20% 

3 Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939 75 minutes 30% 

Progression 
The GCSE course is both interesting but demanding. Gaining a grade in GCSE History is convincing proof 
to any future employer or College of Further Education that you can think clearly and objectively; that you 
can question judgements; that you can write a reasoned argument and that you have an understanding of 
the world in which we live. 

 
For more information please see Mrs McMillan or Mr Weight 

OPTIONAL ›› GCSE 

History 
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Overview 
Learners taking this qualification will study the fundamental knowledge, understanding and skills required 
in the two major IT occupational areas: Creative IT, and Data Management. Learning will take place 
through a mixture of real-life case studies, practical tasks and a study of theoretical concepts, enabling 
learners to develop their IT knowledge, understanding, and skills. Learning will be engaging and take 
place in a vocational context, allowing the learner to create products or artefacts that demonstrate their 
ability to put theory into practice. 
 
Learners will gain a range of practical skills in IT. They will then focus on the system life cycle to design, 
create, test and evaluate a solution to an IT problem. Learners will underpin this with fundamental 
knowledge and understanding of IT including: 
 
• web technologies • software • networks • securing IT systems • data and information • emerging 
technologies 
 
Learners will achieve a qualification that is relevant to the needs of the industry, placing them in a sound 
position for progression to further study and equipping them with relevant employment skills. 

 

Course Structure 
The new specification is split into three components: 

 
Component 01 – Practical Skills in IT  
This unit assesses the knowledge and understanding of 
the theoretical content associated with a range of core IT 
skills. Learners will undertake a number of short projects to 
demonstrate their level of competency. 
The skills taught will include aspects of: 
• animation • video editing • sound files • image 
manipulation • web-design via HTML and CSS • visualising 
data • SQL • data validation • file security • mail-merging 
Component 02 – Creating IT Systems 
This unit assesses a learner's knowledge and 
understanding of the theoretical content associated with 
planning, testing and evaluating IT systems. Learners will 
undertake an extended project that to demonstrate their 
understanding. 

Component 03 – Fundamentals of IT 
A written exam to test knowledge, understanding and skills from across the specification. 

Assessment 

Component 01: Internal Assessment – 30% 
Component 02: Internal Assessment – 30% 
Component 03: Exam – 40% 
NB. This course is still to be accredited by OFQUAL and is subject to change. 

 
For more information please see Mr Butcher or Mr Jepp

 
 
 

OPTIONAL ›› 

AQA Level 1/2 Technical 
Award  

Information Technology (IT) 
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Overview 

This is a new qualification which replaces GCSE Resistant Materials. Technical Awards give young 
learners a hands-on, practical approach to learning. With a greater focus on specialist skills, learners can 
concentrate on the area they’re really interested in. Learners also gain valuable transferable skills in 
team-working and communication. 

 

Course Structure 
Unit 1:  Skills demonstration (internally assessed) Learners will carry out a number of bite-sized 

projects to demonstrate their competence in 12 core skills outlined in the specification. 
This will include the transferable skill of teamwork and one of the mini-projects should 
allow for this. Learners will produce a series of small made outcomes and record their 
work in a portfolio of no more than 12 pages.  

 
Unit 2:  Extended making project (internally assessed) Learners will undertake an extended 

making project that showcases the skills and knowledge they have developed in Unit 1 
and the knowledge they have developed through Unit 3. The project will be in response to 
a brief, examples of which are included in the specification. Learners will develop skills in 
planning and development, making, testing, evaluation and communication.  

 
Unit 3:  Fundamentals of Materials Technology (externally assessed) Learners will study 

materials and their working properties and learn about processes and manufacture. They 
will gain knowledge of the applications and characteristics of a wide range of woods, 
metals and polymers and also learn about possible careers within industry. The Technical 
Award in Materials technology will give learners the opportunity to develop an 

understanding of:  materials and their working properties  processes and manufacture  

joining, components, adhesives and finishes  commercial practice  sustainability  
careers opportunities. 

 
At the time of printing the qualification was awaiting Department of Education approval. 

 

Progression 
This qualification provides an excellent route into either industry or further study with strong links to both 
engineering and media. This is an ideal course for anyone who is creative and enjoys working with a 
range of materials. Studying graphics will enable you to gain enhanced IT skills as well as becoming a 
creative independent learner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information please see Miss Mason 

OPTIONAL ›› GCSE 

Technical Award, Level 1-2 
Materials Technology 
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Overview 

GCSE Mathematics builds on the skills developed in Key Stage 3. The curriculum follows national 
guidelines covering number, algebra, ratio/proportion and rates of change, geometry and measures, 
probability and statistics. 
 
Within these broad areas problem solving and reasoning skills are developed alongside fluency. 
 
Essential equipment for every lesson in KS4 will include a scientific calculator, protractor and a compass. 
 

Course Structure 
The GCSE course is linear with three examinations in June of Year 11 (3 x 1.5 hours). Paper 1 is  
Non-Calculator, Papers 2 and 3 are Calculator. There are 80 marks available on each paper. 
 
The Foundation tier awards grades 1-5 and the Higher tier awards grades 4-9.  All pupils must take the 
three papers from the same tier. Some college courses or careers options may require a grade 6. This 
can only be achieved on the Higher tier. If you have any questions about this please contact Mr Storey or  
Mrs L King. 
 
The examination syllabus followed is AQA GCSE Mathematics (8300). The specification can be found at 
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/specification-at-a-glance 
 

 

Progression 
GCSE Mathematics is a requirement for most sixth form, vocational college and employment 
opportunities. The skills learnt during the GCSE course provide essential knowledge for everyday life, 
logistics and personal finance. Core Maths is becoming an increasingly popular post GCSE course. 
AS/A2-Level Mathematics is an extremely well recognised progression supporting a huge number of 
degree courses and careers such as economics, accountancy, design, architecture, law and medicine.  
For high achieving GCSE pupils, A-Level Further Mathematics is an increasingly popular subject,  
which greatly assists degree courses with a high mathematical content such as engineering. There are 
also a number of degree courses where Maths is combined with another subject. 

 
 

 
  
  For more information please see your Maths Teacher 

  

CORE ›› AQA GCSE 

Mathematics 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/specification-at-a-glance
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Overview 
The technical learning required by this vocational course awarded by ABC Consortium is hard work. 
About 60% is via a Portfolio of Evidence which includes writing up theory, labelling diagrams and taking 
written tests along with practical experience on a vehicle and 40% is via an invigilated on-line Multiple 
Choice Test. This course allows the pupil to achieve a Pass, Merit or Distinction grade. Overalls and 
steel toe capped boots can be supplied, but it is better if you have your own. 

 

Course Structure 
The course consists of the following units: 
 

o Working in an automotive industry environment (Workshop Health and Safety) 
o Using engineering materials and tools (including making a tool) 
o Remove and re-fit mechanical components (engines, brakes, steering and suspension 

units) 
o Introduction to basic automotive electrical principles 

 
You should be prepared to: 
 

o Dismantle and rebuild car parts and get your hands dirty 
o Learn how to interpret technical diagrams 
o Draw diagrams of car parts 
o Write notes and label diagrams 
o Develop your use and knowledge of hand tools and materials 
o Keep a workshop clean, safe and tidy. 

 
If you have a PC you have the advantage of being able to access motor vehicle learning from home – 
useful to complete homework and increase your knowledge of car systems. 
 

Progression 
Pupils can go on to study Level 2 and eventually Advanced 
Level 3 qualifications at College and Universities. This 
qualification could lead to employment such as a motor vehicle 
body repairer, refinisher or builder, or a motor vehicle mechanic 
or technician. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

For more information please see Miss Mason 

  

OPTIONAL ›› Level 1 
Certificate 

Motor Vehicle 
Technology 
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Course Structure 
The course is divided into three units: 

 
Unit 1 (Coursework) Develop techniques for performance through research, practise  and 

performance.  
 
Unit 2 (Examined Unit) Rehearsing technique and performance through research,  practise 

and performance.  
 
Unit 3 (Coursework) Organising and taking part in a charity event.  Pupils will choose the 

charity and organise this event as part of the NCFE group. 

 

 
 
   
 
 

Progression 
NCFE Music Skills is useful for any job that involves communication and expressive skills. It is also a 
good preparation for further musical study and a solid foundation for the BTEC National Diplomas (in 
Music, Popular Music and Music Technology) and the new vocational A Level in Performing Arts. Future 
jobs might include careers in the music industry, publishing, entertainment and teaching. 

 
 
 
 
 

For more information please see Mrs Miller or Mrs Weihser   

OPTIONAL ›› NCFE LEVEL 2 

Music Skills 
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Overview 
All pupils will follow a practical Physical Education programme delivered over two lessons each week. 
Lessons will focus on the pupils’ participation and learning in a range of practical activities. In addition, 
selected pupils will have an opportunity to follow a course in Sports Leadership. The programme in Year 
10 and 11 will be a balance between set activities and options. 

 

Course Structure 
The aim of the practical lessons is to give pupils the opportunity to participate in physical activities 
conducive to a healthy lifestyle. They will be taught and encourage to develop a positive approach to 
sport which can be continued into adult life, with an emphasis on physical well-being and enjoyment. 
Pupils will learn through: formal teaching; movement experience; sports education; individual, small 
group and team activities. They will also develop their ability to analyse performance. 
 
The range of sports which may be offered include: 
 

Athletics Badminton Basketball Fitness Cross-Country Table Tennis 

Football Aerobics Netball Rounders Cricket Rugby 

Softball Trampolining Tennis Handball Volleyball  

 

Assessment 
Activities are covered in half term units and assessments  
are carried out and recorded at the end of each unit. The  
assessment takes into account a pupil’s skill level and  
application of skills, as well as the pupil’s understanding  
of rules, tactics, fitness and an ability to analyse performance. 

 

Progression 
Pupils are encouraged to continue their interest in sport  
and leadership through participation in clubs and teams  
both in and out of school. The school continually tries to  
expand these opportunities for pupils of all abilities. 
 

 
 
 
 

For more information please see Miss Carlos   

CORE ›› 

Physical Education (PE) 
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Overview 
This is a vocational BTEC qualification that covers four units of study. Pupils need to be able to show 
skills in a selection of practical activities and demonstrate their abilities in completing assignment briefs, 
which form the majority of the coursework marks. Pupils need a keen interest in the factors that affect 
participation and performance. 

 

Course Structure 
Unit 1 is an externally assessed on-line examination. The theory content of the course is taught during 
two classroom lessons each week. The syllabus is divided into four sections; 
 

1. Fitness and Exercise. 
2. Sport Performance. 
3. Personal Fitness Planning. 
4. Sports Leadership. 

 
Pupils will cover a selection of sports delivered in half term units. They will need to offer various sports 
for assessment at the end of the course. The practical activities are generally taught during one lesson 
each week. In addition, pupils will develop their ability to analyse skill performance and lifestyle. This is 
delivered alongside both the theory and practical elements of the course. 

 

Assessment 
Unit 1 will be examined mid-way through Year 10. This is worth 25% of the final mark. 
The remaining units will be assessed throughout the course. These are each worth 25% of the final 
mark. 
 
Candidates are continually assessed, with final grading and moderation carried out towards the end of 
Year 11. The final category of awards are presented as Pass, Merit, Distinction and Distinction *. 

 

Progression 
This qualification can lead onto further study in the area of Physical Education and Sports Studies both 
at college and onto university. It is valuable to pupils considering employment in the public services and 
armed forces. It gives a good grounding for anyone interested in coaching and for everyone who wishes 
to understand how to improve their own and others’ participation and performance.   

 
 
 
 
 

For more information please see Miss Carlos  

 
 

OPTIONAL ›› BTEC FIRST  
IN SPORT LEVEL 1 & 2 

Physical Education (PE) 
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Overview 
This GCSE qualification in Science encourages pupils to be inspired, motivated and challenged by 
following a broad, coherent, practical, satisfying and worthwhile course of study. It provides insight into 
and experience of how science works, stimulating pupils’ curiosity and encouraging them to engage with 
science in their everyday lives and to make informed choices about further study and career choices. 

 
 

Course Structure 

We follow the Pearson / Edexcel GCSE Science course: 
 
There are a wide variety of interesting and challenging 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics topics. 
 
A list of the topics is available from  
www.qualifications.pearson.com  

 
 
 
 

Teaching 
Year 10 and 11 pupils will have six lessons taught by three specialist biology, chemistry and physics 
teachers. 

 

Assessment 

The majority of pupils will study for a double GCSE in combined science.  All pupils are required to 
complete a series of core practicals.  The assessment is through written examination only.  There will be 
six 70 minute papers at the end of Year 11. 
 
Triple Science pupils will have six 105-minute papers at the end of Year 11. 

 

Triple Science 

Set 1 began the study of triple science at the start of Year 9. This course leads to the award of three 
separate GCSE’s in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

 
 

For more information please see Mr Knapp or your Science Teacher 
Also see www.qualifications.pearson.com  

 

CORE ›› Pearson/Edexcel GCSE 

Science 

 

http://www.qualifications.pearson.com/
http://www.qualifications.pearson.com/


  30 Year 9 Options 2018 | Caister Academy 

 

 

Overview 

This is a new qualification which replaces GCSE Graphics. Technical Awards give young learners a 
hands-on, practical approach to learning. With a greater focus on specialist skills, learners can 
concentrate on the area they’re really interested in. Learners also gain valuable transferable skills in  
team-working and communication. 
 
You will learn techniques to create packaging and promotional products in a practical and imaginative 
way. The content has been designed to make the qualification engaging for learners and relevant for 
employers and further study. 
 

Course Structure 
Unit 1:  Skills demonstration (internally assessed) Learners will create a number of small practical 

outcomes to demonstrate their competency in 12 core skills outlined in the specification. This 
will include the transferable skill of teamwork.  

 
Unit 2:  Extended making project (internally assessed) Learners will undertake an extended making 

project that showcases the skills they have developed in Unit 1 and the knowledge and 
understanding they have acquired in Unit 3. Learners will develop skills in planning and 
development, making, testing and evaluation and the transferable skill of communication.  

 
Unit 3:  Fundamentals of Visual Communication (externally assessed) Learners will study the 

fundamentals of Visual Communication including:  Visual Communication techniques  

 processes in industry  health and safety  materials and stock forms  

 tools and equipment  systems and control procedures  consideration of commercial 

aspects  social and environmental issues  career opportunities. 
 
At the time of printing the qualification was awaiting Department of Education approval. 

 

Progression 
This qualification provides an excellent route into either industry or further study with strong links to both 
engineering and media. This is an ideal course for anyone who is creative and enjoys working with a 
range of materials. Studying graphics will enable you to gain enhanced IT Skills as well as becoming a 
creative independent learner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information please see Miss Mason 
  

OPTIONAL ›› GCSE  

Technical Award, Level 1-2 
Visual Communication 

 

   

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://mtec.pasco.k12.fl.us/wp-content/uploads/mtec/2014/08/bigstock-Graphic-Designer-At-Work-Colo-63478852.jpg&imgrefurl=http://trend-kid.com/graphic-designer-at-work.htm&h=3840&w=5760&tbnid=FfvL-7wTrhbNBM:&zoom=1&q=technology graphic design&docid=6WdZlNsVH1B1tM&ei=IOOrVOefOcH1Ur3pg6AL&tbm=isch&ved=0CBUQMygNMA04kAM&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=117&page=13&start=391&ndsp=35
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://theonepoint.co.uk//system/ckeditor/elFinder/files/images/product-side-images/Graphic-Design/graphic-design8.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.theonepoint.co.uk/graphic-design-pd&h=315&w=405&tbnid=A2GfhIdDydbTcM:&zoom=1&q=graphic design&docid=WiBzXcWxeceUCM&ei=msurVLmJKdLVap62gLAJ&tbm=isch&ved=0CCwQMygLMAs&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1695&page=1&start=0&ndsp=24
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Tel:  01493 720542 
Email:  enquiries@caisteracademy.org.uk 
Website: www.caisteracademy.org.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please note that all information contained in this booklet is correct at the 
time of publication (January 2018) but may be subject to change. 

 
 
 
 
 


