
KS3 Drama Curriculum Plan 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

Autumn 1 Intro to basic key 
skills: team work; 
confidence; voice; 
movement; character 

Mime & Physical 
Theatre: This unit 
teaches pupils to use 
their bodies effectively 
to communicate 
meaning to an 
audience. It culminates 
in a devised 
performance – “The 
Living House.” 

CET Shakespeare 
project: A select 
group have 
opted/been chosen for 
this intense project, in 
which an abridged 
version of Romeo and 
Juliet will be performed 
in a festival of 
Shakespeare, with all 
other CET schools, in 
December. 

Autumn 2 Exploration of key 
drama strategies: 
still-image; thought-
tracking; narration; 
role-play; mime 

Mask Work: This unit 
explores the genre of 
mask theatre, in which 
pupils explore a range 
of characters, 
culminating in a 
devised performance 
piece. 

CET Shakespeare 
Project (cont.): 

Spring 1 Vocal development-
Radio Plays: Pupils 
learn about and 
improve their use of 
vocal techniques: 
projection; tone; range; 
expression; 
characterisation, etc. 

Theatre In Education: 
This unit involves 
pupils exploring the 
play “Hard to Swallow” 
by Mark Wheeler, 
which is a true story 
charting a young girl’s 
battle with an eating 
disorder. 

All future year 9 work 
will be dependent 
upon new groupings, 
but will either consist 
of another project (as 
described above) or 
preparation for the 
GCSE course. 

Spring 2 Greek Theatre: An 
exploration of the 
origins of Theatre.  

Theatre in Education 
(cont.) 

 

Summer 1 Theatre History: 
Pupils learn about a 
new period in theatre 
each lesson, and how 
it has influenced 
theatre as we know it 
today. 

Improvisation: In this 
unit, pupils explore the 
art of improvisation. 
This then leads on to a 
substantial devised 
performance – their 
inspiration arising from 
their improvisation 
work. 

 

Summer 2 Stanislavski’s 
Naturalism: This unit 
teaches pupils about 
modern theatre as 
they develop their own 
devised piece, using 
the techniques of 
theatre practitioner, 
Konstantin 
Stanislavski.  

Skills assessment: 
This unit is developed 
as a result of the 
identified needs of the 
pupils. The aim is to 
bridge any gaps and 
improve any areas of 
weakness identified by 
the teacher.  

 

 


